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space are cut into pieces, called Turkish, Iraqi, Iranian and
Syrian Kurdistan. Kurdistan - is literally "the country of the
Kurds." It can be neither Turkish nor Iraqi, nor any other. It can
and should be Kurdish and Kurdish only.
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concessions. At the time forgetting the mutual insults, Istanbul
and Tehran decided to destroy the system of Kurdish emirates
without delay, to break the power and independence of the emirs
of Baban, Soran, Bahdinan, Bohtan and other ruling houses of
Kurdistan. By the middle of the XIX-th century the emirates in
the country of Kurds have been finished, the last one was the
house of Ardalan emirs, which has fallen in 1867.

However, the political calculations of Turkey and Persia,
which in this action have shown a rare unanimity, were mere
illusions. They failed to conquer the Kurds and to stop the
process of ethno-political consolidation. Kurdistan rose again to
fight-Ezdanshir, Badr Khan's nephew started an uprising in
Hakkari and Bohtan and in 1855 he "captured Bidlis, Mosul, and
then all the territory from Van to Baghdad". The Turkish troops
were defeated by Ezdanshir, but the uprising was suppressed.
The descendants of the legendary Badr Khan again raised the
Central Kurdistan in the uprising, and in 1880 the Kurdish
uprising led by Shaikh Ubaidullah of Shemdinan swept the
northern part of the border territory. It spilled out of Shemdinan
area through the Turkish-Persian border into Urmia region and
Mukri Kurdistan. The goal, proclaimed by the rebellious Kurds
in the 40's, 50's, 80's was the creation of a Kurdish state.

In the twentieth century, the Kurdish national liberation
movement continued with new vigor and energy, and the fight is
not over yet.

History of the Kurdish nation contains a lot of amazing,
extraordinary bright political and military leaders, poets,
historians, thinkers. A multi-million nation with a strong sense
of national identity, with rich culture and traditions, with history,
which is of interest not only for the Kurds and counting back for
millennia, still does not have its own state. Its territory and living

10



events, and it was Kurdistan, always paying for everything - by
ruins and devastation of their land, lost or not created works of
science and culture, and many, many thousands of Kurdish
people lives, drawn into the military confrontation of empires.
Eventually Turkey and Iran both failed to bend Kurds to
submission, neither of the rival countries could boast of having
conquered the Kurds. Kurdistan remained in a permanent state
of disobedience. At the beginning of the XIX-th century the
process of ethno-political consolidation has started in Kurdistan
and the waves of Kurdish movement swept from south to north
and from north to south. The Kurdish emirates alternately, one
after another became the center of ethno-political consolidation
process.

Turkey and Persia were facing the growing Kurdish
threat and have been forced to search for mutual contacts and
arrangements. The Erzurum treaty, signed in 1823. It contained,
first of all, an agreement on the Kurdish issue. The parties agreed
to withhold the Kurdish tribes from cross-border migrations, to
control the situation and not to interfere "in the mutually internal
affairs". Meanwhile, the ethno-political processes in Kurdistan
have continued to grow into an avalanche.

Emir of Bohtan Badr Khan rose, in 1842 he declared the
independence and called all the emirs and rulers of Kurdistan for
the unification in the sacred union. Nurullah Bek Hakkari was
among the first who joined Badr Khan, and remained his loyal
ally to the end. The other Kurdish leaders, including the emir of
Ardalan, located on the eastern side of the border, joined as well.

Kurdistan was becoming completely uncontrolled. Now
it was time for the rival states to stop confrontation and to reach
an agreement, and in May 1847 another Erzurum treaty was
concluded. This time the parties agreed on mutual territorial

9



independent. Accordingly, that also affected the border line,
which in fact remained essentially uncertain. The large powerful
nomadic tribes simply ignored it. As an eloquent example we
refer to the testimony of the Russian consul in Soudzhbulag A.I.
lyas. Every time when he made his consular visitation, he
included in his route the main border passes and only by
questioning the nomadic Kurdish tribes he determined the
"boundary line acknowledged by them". Thus, the demarcation
agreements between Turkey and Persia were not recognized at
all by the nomadic Kurds.

The agreement of Turkey and Persia in 1639 was not yet
final, their military confrontation never ended and continued
until 1914, the start of the World War I. In their free from
military actions time the fighting rival countries again and again
discussed the border issues and continued partition and
repartition of Kurdistan, each defending its own interests. The
Zohab Treaty was followed by agreements of 1727, 1732, 1736,
1746, 1823 1847, but the border line still has not been
determined more clearly, it was called undetermined and
conventional. This occurred not due to the "Asian disgust to the
" Neither Turkey nor Persia can be
reproached for that. Both parties were trying to bring full clarity

well-defined borders.

in the border line issue.

Uncertainty was brought by the Kurds. The Kurds were
the nation on whose land boundary was laid, although their
consent no one ever asked. They were not invited to take part
and even to be present at the conclusion of the agreements
neither in 1555, nor in 1639 or the following years. They were
persuaded and encouraged only to participate in battle and give
their lives, deceived by false promises. The country of Kurds
lived all these years at the forefront of political and military
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Safavid Shah Safi 1 in 1639 in the Kurdish Zohab district. The
inferior, humiliating status of political division, which doomed
the country of Kurds, has now been confirmed and secured.

The Turkish-Persian border for the most part was laid on
the native Kurdish lands and historically formed Kurdish areas.
Kurds were the only ethnic group that was able to conquer and
master this mountainous land and choose it as their place of
habitat. In the Avroman mountains, about which the Kurdish
historian Abdalkadir Babani wrote that they make an impression
of a single block of stone, the Kurds cultivated gardens, in the
mountainous Vezne valleys they were harvesting grain and at the
same time grazing cattle.

The border passed along Zohab, due to which Turkey and
Persia were constantly arguing, and eventually divided: the flat
part was taken over by Turkey, mountainous by Iran. Here, in
Zohab, for summer grazing in the mountains and winter
encampments in the valleys, traditionally, for centuries, came the
Kurdish tribes known for the entire Kurdistan: Kelhor, Goran,
Sendzhabi, Jaf, and others-from Ardelan, Kermanshah, Irbil,
Sulaymaniyah, Revanduz, Harir. The border has broken the
balance of the economic life of these tribes. Some were cut off
from summer mountain pastures, while others camped. from
winter encampments.

The border has split the Kurdish emirates Ardelan and
Baban, the principalities of Soran, Bahdinan, Hakkari and Mukri
Kurdistan found themselves on the opposite sides, the tribes
Mukri, Bilbas, Jaf, Shekkak, Heyderanli, Bradost and many
others were slashed in halves. However, the cross-border
location enabled the rulers of the emirates and the tribal leaders
to change their political orientation and to alternate in
recognition of sultan's power or shah's, but actually to remain
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made a considerable contribution- He assisted Turkey to use the
military potential of a significant part of the Kurds, to set in
motion a large and efficient army of Kurdish tribes.

Koch Hisar was followed by a long series of campaigns
and battles between the Ottomans and Safavids with the
participation of the Kurds on both sides. In 1535, 1548, 1553,
1554 consequently Sultan Suleiman I led his troops through the
entire Kurdistan to fight the Persians, in 1554 Shah Tahmasb
went on a campaign to the areas of Kurdistan and Armenia
occupied by the Turks. In year 1555 it was the end of the first
act of this great Kurdish tragedy - specifically Kurdish, because
it was the Kurdish land that was receiving blows from both sides,
regardless of which of the two rival countries was attacking and
who was the winner. In the city of Amasya Sultan Suleiman
Qanooni announced (as some historians have written: dictated)
to Shah Tahmasb the conditions of the truce and the demarcation
of the Turkish-Persian border. The border passed through Kurd-
istan: the major part of the Kurdish territory was ceded to
Turkey, the Safavids have retained authority over the areas to the
east of the Zagros mountain range.

The demarcation line which has divided Kurdistan into
two parts, in 1555 was declared and the Kurds got a feeling of
the country of the Kurds being separated already resulting from
the wars of 1514-1555, and this fact, and the word "border" was
recorded on the pages of Sharafhama. The evidences of
awareness of the Kurdish world of awareness of Kurdish world
of the border that divided Kurdistan are present in the book of
the Kurdish historiographer of the XVI-th century, serve an
irrefutable proof that the origins of this great Kurdish tragedy
date back to the XVI- th century. The treaty on the Turkish-
Persian border was signed by the Ottoman Sultan Murad I'V and
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Following the Shah's orders, they have exterminated the
Dumbuli and Chigini tribes almost by half. The war of empires,
which from both sides was justified by the ideals of purity of
Islam, has brought a special cruelty against the nation, which,
due to its geopolitical location, found itself in the center of the
military confrontation.

The Kurds have been forced to participate in the war on
both sides. When in 1515 another major battle took place near
Koch Hisar, and the Turks have again gained victory, the left
flank of the Turkish army was formed by militias of Kurdish
emirs.

At the same time, it is impossible not to mention the
adviser of Sultan Selim Idris Bidlisi, originating from Bidlis,
who certainly played an important role in the events that
unfolded in the Kurdistan Region in the first two decades of the
XVI-th century. In the face of Idris Bidlisi, the Ottoman Sultan
has obtained an undoubtedly talented organizer, who rendered
invaluable services to the Turks in their conquest of Kurdistan.
It was by his efforts that a significant part of the Kurdish elite,
emirs and rulers of Kurdistan stepped over to the side of Turkey.
It was also contributed by the poetic talent of Idris Bidlisi, his
verbal virtuosity, his knowledge of the Kurdish world and
belonging to it. Being a sultan's advisor from 1512/13, acting on
the sultan's commission, he held negotiations with the Emirs of
Bahdinan, Bohtan, Baban, Soran, Mukri Kurdistan, with the
leaders of the Kurdish tribes and visited the cities of Amadiya,
Jizre, Bidlis . However, exaggerating the role of Idris Bidlisi,
speaking about his "wise policy" and explaining those events
only by his actions, naming them "the right and only possible" -
means to ignore the outcome, in what it all has resulted, namely
- to the political on of Kurdistan. And to that Idris Bidlisi has
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The position of the leaders of the Kurdish emirates and tribes in
the war of the two empires, the Ottoman and Safavid, has
immediately acquired crucial importance, and to gain the
military support of the Kurds, both parties bring down upon
them a powerful military pressure. The policy of the Ottoman
Sultans is usually depicted generally softer and aimed "at
providing Kurdistan of the feudal organization, enabling the
priority of the Kurdish nobility." Indeed, at the beginning of
XVI-th century Turkey has really used a more flexible approach
to the Kurds in conjunction with the impact of diplomatic means.
This fact is confirmed by Sharaf Khan Bidlisi, but already after
a decade or two both parties - Turkey and Persia were rather
competing with each other in their violence and brutality
towards the Kurds. Both the Ottomans and Safavids have
exerted strong pressure on the ruling Kurdish dynasties and
tribes with almost equal force. Who would not want to serve and,
moreover, served to the enemy whether a political leader or a
whole tribe, were to be out of the political context and even
destroyed. Sometimes the punitive actions were particularly
meaningless. An example is the fate of the emir of Pazuki tribe.

The leader of the powerful Kurdish tribe, Khalid Bey
Pazuki was executed immediately after the victory won by
Sultan Selim in Caldiran valley, although he fought on the side
of the Turks. By the Sultan's order he was killed while returning
from the battlefield. The Emir of the powerful Kurdish tribe was
still feared and mistrusted, even when fighting on the side of the
Ottoman troops. The Sharaf-name referred to a significant
number of executed Kurdish emirs belonging to the ruling
families of Chemishgezek, Soran, the tribal leaders of
Mahmoudi, Pazuki, Dasni, Bradost, Baban. The Safavids
allowed themselves no less impressive punitive actions.
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Soon, according to Sharaf-name, all the emirs and rulers of
Kurdistan have recognized the supremacy of Emir Bahdinan
Sultan Hussein, "who has towered above the equals and alike."
The Kurdish rulers addressed him with all their problems and
"strictly followed his word and advice". All indicates that the
incipient tendency towards the center, the search for a sole
Kurdish leader begins to get realisation. The state entity of the
United Kurdish Emirates type, seemed to be almost ready to
emerge, almost knocking at the door.

However, this was not going to happen, the idea has not been
implemented. The political situation in the Middle East region
was detonated by the powerful military confrontation of two
empires: the Ottoman Turkey and Safavid Iran. The Safavids
have quickly broken into the political life at the beginning of the
XVI-th century when Ismail I was proclaimed the Shahanshah
of Iran in 1501. The explosive compound of Sufi ideas with the
equally powerful ideology of tribal solidarity, which drew the
Safavids, has spawned the burst of political energy of such a
fantastic force that at the beginning of their way they did not
know defeat. The situation soon changed with the accession of
the Ottoman Sultan Selim I, who abruptly turned the external
course of Turkish foreign policy from the West to the East.

The mountainous country of the Kurds, located at the
crossroads of the Iranian and Turkish-Arab worlds, was in the
midst of military actions, and the Kurdistan Region, which with
the whole course of its history was aimed at unification, became
the arena of the unleashed war. Since then, instead of searching
for unity, the energy potential of the Kurdish emirates and tribes
will be aimed to survive and not to allow themselves to be
crushed. Instead of building their own state by joint efforts, the
Kurds have been forced to participate in the ongoing wars.
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was in the XVI century, when the country of Kurds was on the
break of its destiny.

In the XV-th century the political storms and upheavals
comparable to the times of Timur swept over Kurdistan.
However, if the invasion of Timur to Kurdistan was of
substantially transit character, Uzun Hasan Ak Koyunlu in the
XV-th century has initiated a policy of displacement and even
destruction of the families of the rulers and emirs of Kurdistan.
The capitals of the Kurdish emirates: Jizre, Amadiya, Bidlis,
Dzhulamerg, Hasankeyf were besieged and suffered from the
military invasion, the rulers of Bohtan, Bidlis, Chemishgezek,
Hasankeyf were dismissed, the majority of the Kurdish
aristocracy, as Sharaf Khan Bidlisi wrote, were killed. Only two
decades later the Kurdish emirs returned to their domains and
regained their power and independence. The lessons learned
have led to undeniable and important consequences to the
growth of the tendencies, which, due to the great book of Sharaf
Khan Bidlisi, it was impossible not to notice.

The powerful targeted strikes of sultans Ak Koyunlu on
the leading houses of Kurdistan rulers have resulted in their urge
to unify. Fragmentation and competition were replaced by the
search for unity, it became evident that it is impossible to survive
without alliance. And among the Kurdish elite the search started
for a sole political leader whose seniority and supremacy would
be readily acknowledged even by those who usually did not
recognize anyone's power. Such leaders in Kurdistan at the turn
of the XV-th and XVI-th centuries are obvious. The leader
number one shall be the Emir Sharaf Bidlisi, the grandfather of
the author of Sharaf-nama. In 1505 ten Kurdish emirs called
Emir Sharaf their leader, by 1514 the number of his supporters
has doubled, but in 1533 he was killed in battle.
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SUMMARY

500 years ago, the country of Kurds - Kurdistan was divided,
and the further we get from these events in time, the more bias
appears in concepts and facts. In the books about the Kurds, for
example, one can easily find the information that the Kurds live
along the Turkish-Iranian border. In my opinion, that the need to
be clarified - not the Kurds are living along the border of Turkey
and Iran, but Turkey and Iran border the native Kurdish
territories which these two countries have captured and shared
with each other in the XVI century, and the border of these states
was set on the Kurdish lands. By joint effort of the countries
which have divided Kurdistan, was created and further on seized
in the East and in the West the view of the Kurds as a nation
"without literature, and almost without history," the people who
"are not only incapable of own cultural creativity, but even to the
perception of a foreign culture." This fabled and flawed image
of the entire nation was aimed at justifying the partition of its
territory and the denial of its right to decide its own destiny in
accordance with the standards adopted by the international
community.

As a starting point of the political separation of Kurdistan
is considered to be the first large-scale battle between the armies
of the Ottoman Sultan Selim I and Safavid Shah Ismail I, which
took place on 23 August 1514 in Caldiran valley. Since the
division and redivisions of Kurdistan will remain the most
important issue of the Turkish-Persian wars and arrangements
and will require multiple review and confirmation. But the
historical tradition has firmly linked the beginning of the
separation of Kurdistan with the year 1514, for the future
generations of Kurds the most dramatic moment of their history
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