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Preliminary

Theoccupiedareconstantlylongingtoreturntoalostmemoryorhomeland.
Even before the literary term "nostalgia" was coined, this yearning for
return has been a characteristic of world literature in general and Kurdish
literature in particular. Homer's Odyssey begins with Odysseus on the
island of Ogygia, crying and burning, longing for his beloved Ithaca (his
hometown). Despite the goddess Calypso offering him marriage and
eternal life, Odysseus still desires to return to his birthplace, even after
Calypso warns him of the hardships he will face on his journey home.

All nostalgias may have in common the longing to return
to their homeland or the past. However, it is the surrounding
circumstances and mental and imaginary experiences that differ in
meaning and narrative. In the Kurdish narrative tradition, Ehmedé
Xani's Mem G Zin (Mem and Zin) may be the first narrative reflecting
a return to occupied memory. It embodies a longing for storytelling
in “Kurdish” itself—exploring themes of love, imagination, power,
nature, loyalty, sacrifice, and martyrdom. Even translated Kurdish
poetic stories, such as those in the Gorani dialect, express that a
country is not merely a geographical or spatio-temporal space. Without
an existence in its own language and narrative, it lacks a distinctive
identity. The essence of these narratives in different Kurdish dialects
is crucial, offering a confident comparison with Persian, Turkish, and
Arabic traditions. They take pride in deriving meaning from a rich
cultural and linguistic heritage. It is through their comparative values,
aesthetics, and morality that Kurds, like their occupied ancestors,
continue to resist the invader by preserving their cultural identity.

An occupied individual, such as a Kurd, may not be far from
his homeland or physically distant from it, but his existence is tied
to his land. He seeks to remove barriers to the free expression of his
present and past, which have led to deep alienation. The nostalgia of the
occupied is a means of escaping occupation, aiming to rebuild a country
in the imagination to counter the dominant narrative institutionalized
by the occupier through media, education, and ideological institutions.



In the prosperous Western world, nostalgia is sometimes interpreted
as being out of touch, backward, or alienated. For the occupied,
however, it is a way to rebuild a relationship with their environment,
feelings, memories, and homeland. It is an escape from alien-
dominated narratives incompatible with their life, culture, and country.
Historically, occupiers have masked their oppression and occupation of
Kurds by co-opting their experiences and representations in the name
of modernization, through so-called schools and guidance centers, or
by justifying their brutal occupation through false media narratives.
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The Paper, titled "Nostalgia of the Occupied", authored by Masoud Babaie,
analyses the deep-seated sense of nostalgia and yearning for homeland that
pervades literature, especially Kurdish literature. This longing, evident since
andent works like Homer's Odyssey, is a significant theme in Kurdish narra-
tives. Ehmedé Xani's "Mem (1 Zin" exemplifies the desire to preserve cultural
identity through the Kurdish language and storytelling. These narratives go

beyond mere geographical or temporal references, embodying a profound

cultural and linguistic essence. For Kurds, nostalgic stories are a means to
escape occupation and construct an alternative narrative identity, independ-

ent of the occupier's influence. While nostalgia in Western societies is often

viewed as backward or out of touch, for the occupied, it is a way to maintain

their connection to homeland and culture, resisting foreign domination. Ba-

baie's paper underscores how Kurdish literature, with its themes of love, loyal-
ty, and sacrifice, provides a rich cultural heritage resilient against oppressive

forces.
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